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San Diego Arts Education Enthusiasts,

We present to you the official program of the 2021 San Diego Unified 
School District Spotlight Awards!  The VAPA Spotlight Awards 
celebrate our vision of Transforming Lives Through the Arts 
across San Diego Unified. These awards highlight outcomes that 
are aligned with the goals of VAPA’s strategic plan, adopted by the 
Board of Education in 2016. Awardees were nominated through an 
open call by district VAPA stakeholders including teachers, parents, 
community arts partners, administrators, and students. Winners 
were selected by a committee that represents classroom teachers, 
VAPA leaders, the VAPA Advisory Council, and the VAPA Foundation.

Every recipient featured herein will receive a plaque and this 
printed program.  I’m pleased to announce that the VAPA 
Foundation is sponsoring $250 scholarships for the ten student 
award recipients.  We wish that this ceremony could be a moment 
when our district’s arts community could celebrate all of your 
accomplishments in person, but as you know, we are not quite there 
yet.

This program is intended as a keepsake for awardees and for all 
arts education enthusiasts to access while following the awards 
ceremony online.

We in the Visual and Performing Arts Department are so very 
proud of the amazing work that has been done by these students, 
teachers, a parent and two arts organizations, especially for the 
incredible creativity that has emerged during this pandemic.  
On behalf of Superintendent Cindy Marten, members of the 
school board of trustees, VAPA Staff, VAPA Advisory Council and 
the Board of the VAPA Foundation, I congratulate all of you on 
your accomplishments, and thank you for your dedication to 
transforming lives through the arts!

Sincerely,

Russ Sperling
Director of Visual and Performing Arts
San Diego Unified School District



SPOTLIGHT 
AWARDS



Artistic Achievement Award
Maya Allum
Student - San Diego School of Creative and 
Performing Arts

Dance has been a constant companion for the great majority of 
my life. It’s been an important source of joy and inspiration and 
I find myself irrevocably intertwined with it. I didn’t always know 
this though—I did not realize how much I relied on dance to cope 
with my shifting psyche until I got injured and sat on the sidelines 
of my classes for months. Forcefully ripped away from my craft, I 

suffered, my mental health deteriorating by the day. This experience allowed me to truly appreciate 
dance and the release it gave me. 
I returned to dance with a greater passion and admiration for the art form, viewing it not as a hobby 
but a conduit for my voice as both an artist and a human being. Through this new understanding of 
self expression, I was able to grow out of my shy, introverted armour and finally begin to look my 
peers in the eye. Dance allowed me to find my own voice and self confidence. 
It wasn’t just dance as an art form that allowed me to mature but the community around it. With such a 
welcoming and accepting environment, I found that I could let go of my prejudices and preconceived 
notions, widening my worldview. I find myself so deeply entrenched in the culture of dance, fully 
aware of the fact that without dance, I would not be the person that I am today. 

Artistic Achievement
This individual or organization deserves 
honor and recognition for superior artistry, 
exceeding expectations and dedication to 
craft in the arts.



Artistic Achievement Award
Alexis Horne
Student - Green Elementary School

The arts, especially music, have become not just an important 
part of my life, but an important part of me and my personality. 
Throughout my life I have been exposed to many forms of art, 
and have come to understand that they are a way for me to 
express my emotions. I have been writing music since I was 
little; it has always been my passion. And as I said before, it’s 
a big part of my personality. I write my music to inspire people  

and to express my own emotions. 

My dream is to be able to share my music with more and more people. I also think that the arts have 
made me stronger and more self-confident. When I was younger, I was afraid to sing my songs to 
people. I couldn’t even sing them to my own family. But I have learned to trust in myself and know that 
not everyone will like my music; or that not all of my songs are amazing, but that I am still a passionate 
musician. Now, I am not afraid to be myself around others and to sing my songs for the people who 
want to hear them. This has not just helped me with sharing my music, but to be confident in other 
areas of my life, as well. I love the arts and always will!

Artistic Growth
This individual or organization deserves 
honor and recognition for exceptional 
progress, perseverance, and remarkable 
growth in artistic development.



Artistic Growth Award
Ally Doyle-Uebel
Student - Creative Performing Media Arts Middle 
School

Though we don’t even realize it, we need the arts. They’re all 
around us, lighting up and coloring our world in ways we can’t 
describe. They’re in the designs on the sign of your favorite store, 
in the structure of your house, even in the meals you just post-
mated. And of course, in the music through your earbuds and 
when doodling in class. The arts lift us up, give flavor to our lives 
we didn’t know we needed. The arts can really help a person. 

Recently I came across quite a few articles with research to back them up that singing and dancing 
can greatly improve one’s mental health-and I wholeheartedly agree. From personal experience, if 
I’m feeling overwhelmed, angry, any negative emotion, listening to music always helps. And so do 
my classes, for that matter. I found dance at a very young age and did it off and on until I came to 
CPMA, when my love for it was renewed while taking dance class-and I practice almost daily. I found 
theatre and singing at around seven, and since then I try to practice daily as well. I’m even planning 
on attending the performing arts high school in San Diego, because performing just makes me so, so 
happy. The arts have helped me and become a huge part of my life, and I will forever be grateful for 
everything they have done for me.

Artistic Growth Award
Gloria Park
Student - Serra High School

The first time I really got involved in the arts aside from taking 
orchestra as a class was in freshman year, when I volunteered 
to accompany the school choir for their piece at a music festival. 
Performing in front of others wasn’t anything I hadn’t done before, 
but it would be the first time I’d be using my skills as a musician 
to help and assist others. This would also be the first time I’d be 
choosing to perform because I wanted to.

Getting the opportunity to accompany the school choir as a pianist was definitely a fun experience 
and it wasn’t just because I got to go to a theme park. It gave me the chance to rediscover the arts 
and catch a glimpse of how much more it could mean to me: a way to express myself, something to 
do to recharge and keep my mind off things, and a community to be a part of.

Following the next few years, I would continue to take part in the arts, such as becoming a section 
leader in the school orchestra, taking part in a musical, and generally becoming much more active 
and dedicated in the music department. I’m really grateful that I was not only able to grow and 
improve as a musician but also as a community member in the arts.



Creative Leadership
This individual or organization deserves 
honor and recognition for exemplary work 
motivating, guiding, inspiring and team 
building in the arts.



Creative Leadership Award
Kate Chasin
Student - Serra High School

In respect to leadership in the arts, being the head drum major 
of a marching band during a pandemic taught me how to be an 
insightful, inspiring, and confident leader during an incredibly 
difficult time for the arts. Unforeseen circumstances caused me to 
jump into the role of head drum major days before the school year 
started- I had no idea what I was doing, no confidence that I could 
take over the role I had never trained for, and was completely 

blind as to what challenges distance learning would pose to a marching band class.

But throughout the course of the semester, with encouragement from my band director, my 
bandmates, and my family and friends, I became more comfortable, confident, and excited to tackle 
the big band problems of the day. I created daily icebreaker questions, took charge in leadership 
meetings, and created out-of-the-box solutions for unusual and strange pandemic problems.

My character, my values, and my way of thinking have all been transformed drastically by the arts, 
especially this school year. The leadership skills I have learned throughout the course of this school 
year are skills and traits that I will carry with me for a long time- thinking on my feet, compassion, 
problem-solving, solution-oriented thinking, empathy, reception to change, and countless others. I 
truly would not be the leader, and person, that I am today if it were not for my involvement in the arts.

Creative Leadership Award
Asa Horpayak
Student - Serra High School

When I was in eighth grade, I’d been training classical ballet for 
the better half of my life, but after realizing I was falling out of love 
with ballet, I spiraled into a place of hopelessness. The absence 
of art in my life had made me question whether life had anything 
worth pursuing. Nevertheless, I didn’t give up, and like every high 
schooler does, I took a leap of faith; I hoped theatre would be the 
net to catch me as I fell.

The first production I auditioned for was A Piece of My Heart, and in booking a principal role in my 
very first show, I realized how much I wanted the arts to be a permanent fixture of my life. I needed 
the arts to be a permanent fixture of my life. Through theatre, I found music and flourished in a whole 
new world of creativity I didn’t think I was capable of understanding. After COVID-19 brought the 
performing arts to a screeching halt, I didn’t want to spiral back into hopelessness and took a shot in 
the dark by trying out visual arts. I quickly found my footing in oil painting and realized, as long as I 
had an art form to throw myself into the abyss of, I’d be alright.



Creative Leadership Award
Stephanie Steiner
Teacher - San Diego School of 
Creative and Performing Arts

My kids are the crew. They turn on the lights, open the doors, call 
the cues, sweep the stage, roll the marley, set up the stands, build 
sets, help with quick changes, close the curtains- all the things 
behind the scenes that bring the stories to life on the stage. Their 
joy is in the production, be it theatre, music, dance, fine arts or 
video. They celebrate the sixth grader dancing for the first time 

on the stage and the seniors taking their final bow with the orchestra. They’re willing to work long 
hours in support of every production on campus because they love what they do. The arts bring them 
together, give them a sense of belonging, and help them develop life skills while being a part of 
something bigger than themselves. They are part of the story, and through that, they are transformed.

Creative Leadership Award
Cheyann Wright
Student - Mira Mesa High School

The arts have transformed my life in many ways. Not only is art 
peaceful and an easy way to complete self care, art is also used 
as an expressive tone within yourself. So through the arts I’m 
able to not only be myself through a canvas but also serve as 
an activist and show issues within myself and the community 
through just a paint brush and some paints. Art has the ability to 
become an outlet for myself and for others but as well as allow 
me to tell a story and express joy or even sadness along any 

piece that is created. Art is just as much as a process than getting better in a sport and with practice 
you will only get better and better, and continuously begin to transform and feel more comfortable 
and shine within your piece!



Artistic Innovation Award
Patrick Garcia
Teacher - Scripps Ranch High School

It was 30 years ago when I walked into an elementary school to 
interview for a position as a “Drama teacher assistant.” I thought 
to myself, “this will be a great job while I pursue my career as an 
actor! After all, it’s only temporary.” Little did I know I was walking 
into an interview which would change my life. I had no idea I was 
about to embark on a journey which would allow me to see first 
hand, year after year, how theatre transforms the lives of so many 

young artists in such a powerful and meaningful way.

Never in my wildest dreams did I believe I would see how theatre would transform a young 4th and 
5h grade second language learner from a shy and quiet young lady into a confident bilingual student, 
who NOW teaches in the same district as me. How was I to know I would hear from several of my high 
school theatre students saying thanks to theatre, they felt like they belonged. They felt valued and 
cared about by peers. That I would be able to witness a young sophomore who struggled throughout 
school, feeling like he had no direction, step onto the stage then move to work backstage where he 
finally found what he was looking for. A career as a technician. And to see, several years later, that 
same young man, working professionally in a theatre here in San Diego. These are but a few glimpses 
of the countless stories of young artists whose lives have been transformed through theatre and I am 
humbled to have been able to have been a small part in their incredible transformation.

Artistic Innovation
This individual or organization deserves 
honor and recognition for taking risks, 
seeking new approaches, and working at 
the cutting edge in the arts.



Artistic Innovation Award
Summer Williams
Teacher - Creative Performing 
Media Arts Middle School

As a young girl putting on concerts in front of the fireplace, to 
where I am today, the arts have always been a big part of my life. 
The joy it brings me, and the fulfillment I have in being an arts 
education is hard to even describe in words. No matter my mood, 
no matter the weather or the day, I could always find joy in dance. 
And while I may not have always known what I was going to do 

with it, I always knew I wanted it to be a part of my life. Becoming a teacher, and sharing that same 
passion with students has been the most rewarding experience. I truly do not know what I would be 
doing if my job was not waking up, putting on yoga pants and teaching dance all day. The students I 
teach every day remind me of the impact the arts can have on our lives, our dreams, and our success. 
I want my students to feel the way I feel about the arts. Inspired!

Artistic Innovation Award
Matthew Mulvaney
Teacher - Mira Mesa High School

While the arts certainly have the capacity to transform lives I am 
perhaps a bit hesitant to speak too directly on how the lives of 
others have been impacted.
Certainly, it is much easier to point to previous experiences 
that were very likely impactful, including performances at 
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center for the Arts, or a memorable 

performance of Goodnight Moon, which aimed to address musical and altruistic objectives by pairing 
the concert with a book drive benefiting Rady Children’s Hospital and the Ronald McDonald House.
But instead, in this unusual moment, it is reassuring to hear, in their own words, the significance 
participation in orchestra has had on our students as individuals. Just this year, students have 
described our academic and artistic environment, be it virtual or physical, as ‘comfortable, inclusive, 
and interactive’. Students have also noted that values we embrace in our program, including those 
of ‘kindness, inclusion, [the embracement of] diversity, and courage’ apply not only in our respective 
ensembles, but ‘outside the classroom’ as well.
Do the arts have the capacity to transform lives? Yes.
But, in this uniquely challenging year it is heartwarming, reassuring, and perhaps even transformative, 
to hear students define our program and their experience in these terms.



Artistic Innovation Award
TranscenDANCE
Community Arts Organization

Over the last 15 years of leading transcenDANCE Youth Arts Project I have witnessed young people 
have profound and healing experiences through the performing arts. I have seen young people build 
their confidence, have meaningful collaborations with peers and adult artists, find a way to express 
that is authentic and joyful, and build healthy relationships with those around them. I have seen 
our transcenDANCE community continue to grow strong with dance and performance at the center. 
Young people’s sense of self, self-love, and compassion for others have all deepened through this 
work.

Personally, the arts have made a deep impact on my life journey. My Mom was a professional 
Mexican and Spanish dancer. My Dad came from a family of musicians that brought Mexican music 
to Hollywood for the first time. I grew up surrounded by dance and music and it was always a source 
of joy and family connection. As an adult, dance has provided me with that outlet that makes me feel 
joyful and alive. It is my place of release and when I feel my most whole self. Creative expression is 
our birth right and we flourish when we are in a creative community!



Rising Star Award
Jellaiysha Austin
Student - San Diego School of 
Creative and Performing Arts

Technical theatre is such an important part of my life now. My 
eyes were opened to a whole other world when I first started in 
6th grade at the San Diego School of Creative Performing Arts. At 
first, I didn’t really know if I belonged in the performing arts but 
when I saw costumes and fabrics as far as the eye can see I knew 
I was in the right place, even if I didn’t know how to sew. Each 

year I found something new. First, it was costumes, then running crew, and my most favorite - sound. 

Sound is what really changed my life because you could physically feel the soundwaves through your 
body and I could control what the audience heard and felt. Maybe it was a drop of pen or the steps of 
boots no matter what it was. It was my job to make sure they heard every bit. Sound kept me focused. 
Sound helps me keep my grades up. Sound helped me prosper in the arts in ways I couldn’t even 
imagine. So I wanna thank Ms. Bloodgood and Ms. Steiner for giving me these great opportunities.

Rising Star
This individual or organization deserves 
honor and recognition for their recent 
emergence and future promise in the arts.



Rising Star Award
Hillari Hampton
Student - Point Loma High School

On the first day of kindergarten at Loma Portal Elementary, I was 
nervous and shy. However, I gradually learned to come out of my 
shell and music was the main reason why. I love to sing! To this 
day, (on the way to school) I warm up my voice to a Beyonce or a 
Whitney Houston song.
The arts have transformed me by allowing me to be more open 
with my emotions and more comfortable with myself. Whether I 

am singing, dancing or playing one of my nine instruments, there is nowhere I would rather be than 
on the stage. Putting on a show is a huge undertaking and I’d like to thank everyone from teachers to 
parents, coaches and stage managers that have helped me in these last 11 years.
I will continue on this path in the future as I prepare to apply at NYU or Julliard in an effort to see my 
name in lights on Broadway. I’ve truly come to love the arts and appreciate them starting with my 
first talent show and continuing with a featured role within the Districts’ Honor’s Theatre program. 
I believe that visual and performing arts are needed by all and as such, I sit on the VAPA advisory 
council, as a student representative. I want to make sure future generations have the opportunity to 
enjoy performing as much as I do.
I’ve played recognizable places like the Hard Rock and House of Blues, but I will always remember 
singing Tomorrow (from Annie) for a standing room only crowd at Loma Portal Elementary. Each and 
every performance has molded me into the performer I am today. Visual and Performing Arts are the 
reason that my future shines so bright.

Rising Star Award
Nicklas Caldwell
Student - San Diego School of 
Creative and Performing Arts

The arts (primarily musical) have always taken center stage 
in my life, with an extreme focus on jazz music coming in the 
past few years, mainly due to my work with jazz legend (and 
amazing human) Gilbert Castellanos at the Young Lions Jazz 
Conservatory, as well as being fortunate enough to work with 
the likes of Charles McPherson, Holly Hofmann, Kamau Kenyatta 

and many more that have left a lasting impact on my playing, and me. As a result of the relationships I 
have built here in San Diego, I have gotten to play around the country with many of the world’s finest 
jazz musicians, and take something important from each opportunity and fellow musician I come to 
know. 
I believe in artistic integrity and honoring the tradition of whatever artistic interests you may have. The 
idea of a tradition to pay homage to is very prevalent in jazz music, as the style’s recent popularity is 
a result of our modern time of resurgence due to technological advancements in video/audio sharing, 
with the documentation of the jazz idiom stretching from the early 20th century well into the 60s. 
The arts have given me a very powerful voice and large canvas to express myself, and what I believe 
is right, and I think that anyone who wishes to delve deeper into their passion, in, or out of the arts, 
should also keep in mind that as soon as you pick up your horn, or your pencil, or your pointe shoes; 
that you are now part of something far bigger than you know, and that your voice can be heard loudly 
through whatever you choose to do.



Rising Star Award
Erin Roberts
Teacher - Hancock Elem. and Golden Hill K-8

I’m honored and humbled to accept the Rising Star Award. 
First and foremost I’d like to thank my students for showing up 
everyday, bringing a positive attitude to class, and delighting 
me with their creativity and hard work. I’d like to thank my two 
Principals Irene Hightower and Steve Elizondo for hiring me last 
fall and giving me this opportunity, and my colleagues at both 
schools who have made me feel welcome and included in their 

communities. I’d like to thank Laura Williams, Anne Fennell and Marjorie Treger, VAPA music and 
theatre resource teachers, for all of their support and guidance throughout this first year, I couldn’t 
have done it without you. Thank you to the VAPA department as a whole for advocating endlessly for 
the arts and for creating such a well-supported structure for teachers like me to succeed. 
Last but certainly not least I’d like to thank my family and specifically my husband Lorenze for all his 
encouragement, as we unexpectedly became office mates this year he has intimately experienced 
both the good and difficult parts of my job and has cheered me on the whole way. Thank you everyone 
and I look forward to many more years of guiding our SDUSD students to excellence in the arts!

Rising Star Award
Geneva McCoy
Teacher - Morse High School

I have always been involved in the arts in some way or another. I 
grew up around it. My mom was an artist, and I used to attend and 
help host gallery events at an early age. When you’re younger 
these events are a little boring and you don’t really appreciate 
what you learn or the community you’re in until you’re much 
older. Especially when you’re forced to be a subject and sit there 
while people practice painting. The communities of practice and 

the value of these experiences tend to sometimes be things you take for granted. You look for or 
create similar communities later on in life when you no longer have them. They tend to be extremely 
supportive and allow you to express your individuality without judgement.
My most impactful experience in the arts was a subtle one. Oftentimes similar experiences are 
overlooked or forgotten as a bridge to academic learning as they aren’t directly taught or experienced 
at school. I struggled in reading and using music as a medium to learn was one of the most pivotal 
moments in my life. I was able to grow in that area when my grandparents bought me Disney’s Little 
Mermaid’s Sing Along Songs, she was my favorite Disney princess. I was so motivated to learn the 
lyrics, that I would spend hours on end practicing the words by following a little bouncing ball on the 
screen. As I grew, that love of music drove me to pursue music from elementary school all the way 
to university which ultimately created a bridge in my pursuing a degree in linguistics, the scientific 
study of language. Overall, it is my belief that the performing arts has been the catalyst for my overall 
growth and will continue to be a part of my life in one form or another.



Creative Community Engagement
This individual or organization deserves 
honor and recognition for their exemplary 
collaboration and inclusive practice, raising 
community arts awareness and developing 
strong community relationships through 
the arts.

Creative Community
Engagement Award
Annette Barcelona
Teacher - San Diego School of 
Creative and Performing Arts

It is very difficult to imagine what my life would have been like had 
I not followed my passion. I was lucky to have parents who valued 
the arts, specifically supporting my early interest in dance. I was 
privileged to participate in classical ballet studies as my main ex-

tracurricular activity throughout my formative years. 
From my early training and leading into my professional performance career, I developed some of the 
most important character qualities that have directly affected my professional success including dis-
cipline, work-ethic, and the ability to take risks without fear of failure. Ballet was an outlet that saved 
me from the most difficult personal obstacles and times in my life, being the one constant source of 
contentment and happiness I could always rely on. Many of my most cherished memories, friends, 
mentors and life experiences all resulted from living this incredibly fulfilling artistic life. 
Beyond the skills, opportunities, and community I built in my career as a professional dancer, I could 
not be more grateful to continue living my passion as a professional educator and artist in the field. 
While I may not be performing on the stage any longer, I have the unique opportunity to share my 
story, experience, and passion with my students. There are very few life and career paths that have 
the ability to yield such profound effects on who you are as an individual. A life lived in the arts, is a 
life not wasted. 



Creative Community 
Engagement Award
Maki Hagan
Parent - Crown Point Junior Music Academy

Thank you for recognizing me for this honorable award. VAPA has 
been a huge part of our school, and I am very thankful that our 
children got to enjoy VAPA programs in their school.

I would also like to thank Crown Point Jr. Music Academy for 
keeping these great programs. As it is written on the wall of the 

school, Music Opens Minds, the students of CPJMA are very delightful. As a parent volunteer, I always 
enjoyed hearing the sounds of Violin come out of the school.

Last but not least, I would like to thank our wonderful Violin teacher, Mr. Steve Luchs. Thank you 
for letting me be a part of your program. I truly enjoyed listening to the student’s playing violin 
every time I volunteered in his class. I also learned that his Violin students are very well mannered. I 
could see that the students are learning not only how to make sounds with the instruments, but they 
are learning how to make beautiful sounds by having the correct posture, holding the instrument 
correctly, and taking care of it correctly. These small recipes together create not only the beautiful 
sounds, but also their confidence. And their confidence creates their smiles. So while the students 
learn how to play Violin, they also are disciplined with smiles.

In closing, I am thankful that our children have programs that will continue to develop young minds 
into outstanding members of our community. VAPA programs are essential to creating more than 
beautiful music but beautiful children who are our future.

Creative Community
Engagement Award
Joey Grzenia
Teacher - Sherman Elementary School 

By the time a Sherman Lion reaches their 5th grade graduation, 
they may have performed in over a dozen VAPA productions, all 
live on the Sherman Stage. Despite the months of rehearsals, 
todos Espectáculos de Sherman son solo una noche: all Sherman 
shows are one night only. And in each and every one of those 

nights, I have been blessed to bear witness to many incredible moments.
I have seen the “tough student” smirk with pride after stealing the show with impeccable comedic 
timing while dressed as Humpty Dumpty. I have seen the “shy student” draw gasps from the 
audience as she confidently danced grand jetes across the stage, yet still have difficulty accepting 
their applause and accolades. I have seen the “class clown” shut down on stage because “I get really 
nervous in front of an audience,” despite the humorous paradox. I have seen the “star student” not 
memorize their song and experience the gut-wrenching realization that an audience is not easily 
fooled. I have seen the “second language student” beam with assuredness after speaking their first 
lines on stage, in English, their home language, or both!
And finally, I have seen the faces of Sherman parents and teachers as they watch our children sing, 
dance, act and PERFORM! VAPA provides transformative opportunities for my students, and just as 
important, VAPA provides an opportunity for the audience to be transformed by my Sherman Lions.
ROAR!



Creative Community Engagement Award
San Diego Symphony
Community Arts Organization

Since its very first concert in 1910, the San Diego Symphony has played music to inspire, entertain, 
and bring our community together.  

Core to the mission and values of the organization is a commitment to share the joy of music with 
all the people of our city and region and to educate.  To this end the San Diego Unified School 
District community of students, educators, leadership, and families make one of the Symphony’s 
most precious partners.   

An ecosystem of programs, sequenced by age, is offered by the Symphony to the district each 
year: from concerts for the very young, Meet the Music Families residency programs at schools, 
instrumental coaching programs for students in band and orchestra, the High School Ambassadors 
job training internships, and other unique learning events.  The Symphony works in support of District 
educators, Visual and Performing Arts leadership and with school Principals to inspire and challenge 
students to: deepen their understanding and connection to music and life; to explore and discover 
their own potential; hone their listening, learning and playing skills, meet art and the moment; and 
to work to surpass limits, aiming to grow beyond measure through the infinite power of music and 
communication. 

We are honored for the opportunity and thankful for the District’s VAPA Spotlights Award. We celebrate 
the partnership, which welcomes the Symphony’s programs into the rich and diverse communities of 
San Diego, touching the lives of our region’s children, youngsters, educators and families. 



Special thanks to the VAPA Foundation for sponsoring the plaques for the 

Spotlight awardees and for providing a scholarship to each student winner.

VAPA Foundation Board

President | Doreen Schonbrun
Secretary-Treasurer | Russ Sperling
Member | Jonathan Bailey
Member | Holly de la Vega
Member | Phyllis Epstein
Member | Lara Gates 
Member | Marty Stegeman
Executive Director | Michael Angelo Camacho
Administrator | Robin Cartwright

San Diego Unified  
SPOTLIGHT Awards


